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JUDAIC STUDIES AT SIR GEORGE WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY 


In the fall of 1970 the Department of Religion at Sir George Williams 
University will inaugurate a new graduate program in Judaic Studies - 
the only one of its kind in Canada, and one of a handful in North 
America. The program, which will supplement the Department's present 
undergraduate courses in Judaic Studies, will offer courses leading to 


the degree of Master of Arts. A doctoral program will be added in 1972. 


Over the past several years, the Department of Religion has experimented 
with a number of courses in Jewish history, Bible, and Jewish philosophy. 
The response from students has been overwhelming. This fall, all the 
courses are filled, with 300 students enrolled and many who wanted to 


enroll in them had to be turned away. 


In the light of the great popularity of these courses, the members of the 
Department have concluded that there is a distinct need for well-construc- 
ted programs in this area. Though the Jewish people have made great con- 
tributions to Western civilization in virtually every field, their history, 
their literature, their religion, their legal system, and their philosophical 
contributions have become inaccessible to most scholars, and largely ignored 
by the writers of most standard works on history, law, philosophy, world 
literature, and the like. The Department hopes to help fill this gap by 


making available to all students, in every field, courses that will give 


them some acquaintance with some of the major contributions of Jewish thinkers 
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of both the past and the present. 


There is a serious lack of trained educators in the same fields. With new 
courses in Jewish Studies being introduced at many institutions of higher 
learning throughout Canada and the United States, administrators and depart- 
ment chairmen are stymied by their inability to find academically qualified 
persons to fill the posts that are being created and to teach the courses 
that are being added to college catalogues. One of the aims of the program 
at Sir George will be to prepare students for a career in the academic world 


as professors of Jewish Studies and related fields. 


With the renaissance in Jewish learning, there is an ever-greater need for 
well-written text books on all levels. Although some progress has been made 

in recent years, the quality of many of the available texts leaves much to 

be desired. The Department at Sir George hopes to become a major center for 
the writing of new texts in Jewish history, Biblical studies, Jewish philosophy, 
and related fields, and for the translation of classics that are not yet 


available in English or French. 


Jewish communities across North America have recently become acutely aware of 
the scarcity of social workers, counsellors, center and camp personnel, and 

communal organization directors and administrators who are not only qualified 
in their specialties but also possess more than a superficial understanding of 
the cultural heritage of the people with whom they are working. The situation 


has become so desperate that many positions offering top salaries must go 
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unfilled or must be filled on a makeshift basis for lack of qualified 
applicants. It is expected that graduates of the Sir George Williams Judaic 
Studies program will be qualified to fill some of these positions. Through 
its evening program and special summer institutes, the University will be in 
a position to offer in-service training and supplemental courses to persons 
who are already in the field and want to improve their skills and broaden 
their knowledge. The University expects to bring experts from all over the 
world and to attract students from across Canada and the United States to 


participate in this phase of its program. 


On the undergraduate level, courses in classical Hebrew, Biblical studies, 
Jewish law, Jewish philosophy, and the history of the Jewish people are 


currently being taught. Next year, courses in Midrash and Talmud will be added. 


The graduate program will offer more specialized courses in each of these 

areas. In addition, the department expects to offer courses in Jewish mysticism, 
legends and folklore, and religious movements, in Jewish literature from a 
variety of historical periods and many lands, and in Biblical and Talmudic 


Aramaic and other languages of the ancient Near East. 


One of the unique features of the program is the requirement that all 
candidates for advanced degrees be prepared to undertake their studies in the 
general context of the history of religions, and to study some religious 
Movement outside the Jewish tradition. This requirement has been introduced 


in order to enable each student to see Judaism from a broad perspective of 
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familiarity with world religions. 


In order to enable prospective students to enter the program at its inception 
next fall, the University will offer special crash programs in classical 


Hebrew next summer for successful applicants. 


The program is now being organized by Professors Jean Quellette and Burton 


M. Leiser. 


Professor Jean Quellette, a graduate of the Université de Montréal, took his 
Ph.D. at Hebrew Union College (Cincinnati and Jerusalem). He has also studied 
at the Ecole Biblique Francaise and the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. For 
a number of summers he has been on the supervisory staff of the Gezer archaeol- 
ogical mission of Harvard University in Israel. He has written extensively on 


archaeological and philological topics. 


Professor Leiser, on leave from his position at the State University of New 
York at Buffalo, received his doctorate in philosophy at Brown University. 

He also holds a B.A. from the University of Chicago and a Master of Hebrew 
Literature degree from Yeshiva University. A specialist in political and 
legal philosophy as well as in Jewish law and Jewish philosophy, Dr. Leiser 

is the author of Custom, Law, and Morality: Conflict and Continuity in Social 
Behavior, published last summer by Doubleday and Company. In addition, he has 
published articles on such diverse subjects as the Dead Sea Scrolls, archaeol- 


ogical artifacts, extremist political movements, and divorce laws. During his 
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last two years at Buffalo he conducted "Controversy", a unique experiment 


in undergraduate education that received wide publicity in the United States. 
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